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and such warm discussion as the Irish Compensation for Disturbance Bill. The 
alleged object of this Bill is to obtain security that agricultural tenants really unable 
to pay their rents shall not, in a time of general distress, be dispossessed by harsh 
eviction from their holdings. The measure is confessedly as exceptional in its 
character as it is local in its application, and of temporary force alone. It is intended 

want, and so as to aggravate the prevalent distress, those powers with which, in 
the ordinary state of society, the law deems it wise and proper to entrust them. A 
scheme of legislation of this kind must be necessarily one of great difficulty, requir- 
ing tact and skill in manipulation, and it must needs be specially open to criticism. 
The Bill has been assailed with great vigour by the Opposition, who urge that it 
involves a direct attack upon property, and that it is designed not so much to afford 
relief to distress as to conciliate the advocates of Home Rule and the promoters of 
agitation against rents. The Premier indignantly repudiates these charges, declaring 
that the Bill is simply an extraordinary measure to meet extraordinary needs, and is 
in accordance with other exceptional legislation for Ireland, sanctioned both by the 
late and present Government and Parliament. The statistics upon which the Bill is 
based are shown to have been, to some extent at least, incorrectly given. Still, the 
Government contend that, for the last two years, evictions have been greatly on the 
increase, and that, unless these are checked, there is reason to apprehend that, within 
the present year, no less than 15,000 people will be ejected from their homes. This 
is the main argument employed in favour of the measure, which, it is urged, is so 
limited as to insure compensation only to such evicted tenants as can prove that their 
- non-payment of rent arose from inability to pay, that that inability resulted from 
the failure of their créps, and that they were willing to accept reasonable conditions 
from their landlords, which conditions, notwithstanding, were withheld. Notwith- 
standing much and persistent opposition, and amendments of various kinds, some to 
limit and others to extend either the principle or the operations of the Bill, the 
measure, with certain alterations, has, by large majorities, passed three readings, as 
well as the greater perils of Committee. Several of the ordinary supporters of 
the Ministry, however, have declared themselves hostile to the measure, and it is 
believed also that Lord Lansdowne’s retirement from the Cabinet originates in his 
disapproval of the Bill. The scheme, however limited or temporary, will, doubtless, 
be strongly opposed in the Upper House, although, we apprehend, the Lords will 
hesitate to reject entirely a Bill which the leader of the Government and the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland declare to be essential to the maintenance of public tranquillity, — 
and indispensable to their own due and effective administration of the law. 


The Government are pressing forward most of the Bills which, at the opening 
‘of Parliament, they avowed their intention to enact. The only exception of im- 
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which the Premier and the Cabinet are favourable, and which commands the support 


now receiving practical embodiment. The Government have, however, made some 
sacrificen, Not only have they abandoned the Irish Borough Franchise for the pre- 
sent, “they will also not review” the Act for Secret Voting, so as to introduce a 
complete and permanent measure on the Ballot, but will pass « simple Continuance 
Bill, reserving till next session the full consideration of the subject. There has 
certainly been no lack of industry in Parliament this session, and when the House 


The triumph of the advocates of temperance in the sucess of Sir Wilfrid 
8 resolution respecting Loca] Option has been followed by another. A reso- 
lution in favour of the Sunday closing generally of public-houses throughout the 
couatry, proposed by Mr. Stevenson, met with favourable discussion in the House of 
Commons, and, subject to the modification of an amendment engrafted thereon by Mr. 
been carried These are indications of the tide 
of public feeling which has set im in relation to the liquor traffic, and may well 
encourage the efforts of those who lament daily, and are perseveringly labouring to 
mitigate, the demoralization and distress almost everywhere caused by the present 
excessive consumption of intoxicating drinks, and the unsatisfactory condition of the 
laws which regulate their sale. In the present state of society it is perbaps inevit- 
able that public-houses in England should be permitted on the Sunday to open 
for one or two hours im the day, bat none who inhabit the suburbs of London or 
other large cities can doubt the grievous evils which arise from their being open all 
the later hours of the evening. Public opinion among ourselves is as yet hardly 
abreast of that in Wales upon this subject, but in another session legislation of some 
sort respecting it may be reasonably and confidently expected. _ 


The debate on Mr. Briggs’s motion relative to the. proposed memorial in 
Westminster Abbey to the late Prince Imperial, raised some points, apart from the 
question immediately at issue, of undoubted imterest and weight. One was the 


the erection of the proposed memorial, with the grounds on which that feeling is 
unquestionably based. It may not be well, as a rule, for Parliament to take action 


| 226 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, 190. 
| portance is the Bill relating to the Borough Franchise in the sister country. The 
| time which might otherwise have been devoted to that Irish measure has been spent 
upon the Compensation for Disturbance Bill. The Employers’ Liability Bill, the 
Hares and Rabbits Bill, and, aboveall, the Burials Bill, are each to be passed into a 
alike of the people and the representatives of Wales— Mr. Gladstone states must be | 
deferred, because of the opposition with which it is threatened, not by Welsh, but by 
English representatives. Such opposition, undertaken, of course, in the supposed | 
i interests of English publicans and brewers, we take to be no less indecent than 
unjust. The Census Bills have been introduced, the Irish Relief Bill has been passed, 
and in the Customs and Inland Revenue Bill the famous Budget of the Premier is 
rises members will have earned their title to repose. | 
right or propriety of the House of Commons to take any action.in the matter; 
: another was the national character, or otherwise, of the Abbey, and whether dis- 
i) tinguished foreigners, of any class or character, had any claim to honourable mention 
within its ancient and venerab‘e walls; a third and still more important question 
i; was the propriety, on a matter of such public interest, of the Government assuming — 
43 & position of neutrality. The debate and division were interesting to the general 
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om matters not strictly within its province ; yet to Parliament the people chiefly 
look when amy act of which they do not approve is about to be committed in their 
name. Agnin, the Abbey may be a national edifice, and Englishmen may justiy 
claim the first place amongst its monuments ; yet none, we apprebend, would regard 
as unsuitable the erection of any memorial to a foreigner whose life had been a 
_ blessing to humanity, or whose character commended him to unchallenged admira- 
tien. So also as regards the abstention from voting of the Ministers. It would not 
be wise or right for any Government, as a rule, to decline voting on any matter 
affecting; more or less deeply, the feelings and desires of the nation; but in a 
country like ours, wherein the effective conduct of the Government depends so 
largely om the good understanding subsisting between the Crown and its advisers, 
caroumsatances may arise by which even that ubligation may be modified. The vote, 
however, in the House of Commons, was valuable chiefly as representing public 
opinion on « mest important point—the kind of character whieh, in this country, is 
regarded as entitled or non-entitled to a lasting national memorial. The decision of 
the House showed that the majority did not regard the Zuiu War as one conferring 
glory on the nation—that they considered that the Prinee, however otherwise esti- 
mable, did not enter into it for our parposes, but for his own, and that the ends he 
sought, and the means by which he pursued them, were not worthy of a national 
memorial. The Dean of Westminster, in « published letter, intimates, not with the 
best grace, that he bows to the decision of the House, that the monument be not 
placed in the Abbey. This intimation is followed by the announcement that it is to 
be erected in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 


There can be no doubt that the old Puritan theory of a modern State being so 
framed as to become, as nearly as may be, a theocracy, as was once the Hebrew 
Commonwealth, does not commend itself, in this age, as applicable to the conditions 
of modern sosiety. It may have been bat a dream, yet the effort to realize it, to 
any extent, was not wholly fruitless, and will never be forgotten. At any rate, it 
ought not to excite surprise in any quarter that there are those who so cling either 
to some fragment of the Puritan idea, however much of an anachronism now-a-days, 
or to some kindred sentiment, that they object to the withdrawal precipitately of 
any of the few religious sanctions upon which, as they think,'the British Constitation 
reposes, in a degree, for its security. There are, of course, others who will smile 
at the suggestion that amy proceeding like that by which the “ junior member for 
Northampton” has been enabled to take his seat can have the slightest influence io 
_ relation either to religion or to the Constitution. They can afford to smile, for those 

who look upon the matter in a serious light have been, as these last think, un- 
warrantably defeated in their opposition to that proceeding. In June last, after the 
appointment of two committees of inquiry on the subject, the House of Commons, in 
the most decided manner, determined, by a majority of 275 to 280, that the atheistic 
representative of Northampton should be neither permitted to affirm, nor to take the 
oath. A paase ensues, as we noted in our last, and then the House is virtually 
invited by the Prime Minister to cancel its original resolution by passing another, 
allowing all persons whomsoever returned to Parliament, and claiming to affirm, to 
do so, “ subject,” as the more recent resolution has it, “to any liability by statute.” 
No doubt this latter clause satisfied the consciences of a number of Liberal members, 
who either voted in the previous majority, or abstained from voting, and led them to 
support Mr. Gladstone’s motion, s> that he was enabled to carry it by 303 votes 
against 249. Aocordingly, on the following day, the proceedings in this extra 


ordinary case were brought to a close, for the present at least, by the atheistic 
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representative of Northampton making an affirmation, instead of an oath, and then 
taking his seat. Thus the matter is remitted to the law courts; for already several 
write are out against him, claiming the heavy pecuniary penalties which he is 
alleged to have incurred by sitting and voting in the House. Even if it were right 
that the individual in question should be enabled to take his seat, that result has 
been secured in the wrong way. Whether it be or be not proper in the interests of 
political expediency to open the halls of legislation to a man who has made it the 
business of bis life to war against the most cherished beliefs of his fellow country- 
men, of every class but the extreme party to which he himself belongs, we do not 
undertake to determine; but “theism,” though but a “narrow ledge” in Mr. 
Gladstone's view, has yet been involved hitherto in both oath and affirmation. 
Henceforth, the latter—unless otherwise ruled by the judges—may consist with 
atheism. Surely the sanction of an Act of Parliament should have been sought for 
so great a change. It is, moreover, felt to be unsatisfactory that any doubt should 
remain of the legality or otherwise of the votes of any member of the House; and 
that to allow any member to take his seat, and to assume the functions of a legis- 
lator, at his own wish, and subject to the possible prohibition of a court of law, is 
derogatory to the dignity of the House of Commons. 


The Sunday-school Centenary celebration has, we believe, satisfied the anticipa- 
tions and justified the hopes of its promoters. The gatherings of all kinds were 
largely attended ; the orators were no mean men; the speaking was pertinent and 
effective ; the interest of the Sunday scholars in their schools throughout the country 
has been stimulated and increased, while the zeal of their teachers has been rein- 
vigorated and renewed. Not the least of the good ends answered by the celebration 
has been the drawing together of the bonds of union between Christian ministers and 
laymen of England, Europe, and America. The introductory meeting at the Guild- 
hall was specially typical and impressive ; the unveiling of the statues excited general _ 
interest ; the Crystal Palace gathering, the concert in the Albert Hall, and the 
juvenile assemblage in the gardens of Lambeth Palace will long be remembered by 
thousands ; while those memories will, as we trust, exert in the minds and consciences of 
many a restraining and sanctifying influence. We doubt not that one, and perhaps 
the best, effect of the centenary will be the founding of new Sunday-schools the 
country over; and in order that this work may be vigorously prosecuted, we shall 
gladly learn that the centenary fands now being raised are rapidly increasing in 


amount. 


At length the Amnesty Bill of the French Government, modified to meet the 
views of the Senate, has passed both the Chambers of the Legislature. The result 
will scarcely differ from that which would have ensued from the enactment, in its 
original form, of the Government measure, as the Ministry has pardoned all the 
Communists save those guilty of personal crimes; thus enabling them to take full 
advantage of the decree. Something, however, has been gained by concession to 
Conservative feeling on the subject. The decree, as it now stands, is the fruit of 
ihutual compromise. The return from exile of M. Rochefort, and the sensation it 
produced, is an indication of the sort of feeling that may be expected when the long- 
proscribed Communists, or many of them, return to the country en masse. How far 
this amnesty may either strengthen or endanger the Republic it would, as yet, be 
‘difficult to conclude. It may conciliate, or it may be regarded as an evidence of 
weakness only. It is unfortunate, perhaps, that the suppression of the Jesuit 
fraternities should have taken place almost at the very time of the passing of the 
amnesty, as it has given the Ultramontane party occasion to affirm that unoffending 
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priests and monks are expelled the country, whilst criminals are permitted to return. 
The expulsion of the Jesuits from their seminaries and monastic establishments has 


been effected firmly but humanely, and without active opposition or resistance. The 
fathers and their lay coadjutors have indignantly protested, and have declared that 
they yielded only to violence ; still, there has been no disturbance of the public 
order. We, in this free country of ours, can hardly appreciate the position of either 
party in the conflict. To not a few Englishmen the step taken by the French 
Government seems harsh, and almost like a violation of religious freedom. But we 
must call to mind the fact that in France the Jesuits are imperium in imperio, that 
they are not only the deadly foes of the Republic, bat opposed to all the ideas and 
principles of modern society. i 


~For the present, the breach between the Church and State in Germany is 
bridged over, if not effectually healed. The Church Bill has passed through Parlia- 
ment and received the Emperor's.assent. Ata large meeting of Roman Catholic, 
convened at the instance of the Ultramontane propaganda, resolutions of a decided 
but conciliatory character were passed, approving the action of the Ministry, and 
especially of the party of the Centre in the German Parliament. They, however, 
have availed themselves of the opportunity of reasserting all the old pretensions of 
the Church, declaring that educational questions must be decided by the clergy, who 
alone have the right to control the teaching of the young; and of avowing their 
belief that the May Laws will soon be entirely repealed. They also state that, 
notwithstanding the differences that have arisen between the Church and the German 
Government, it is not the Liberals, but the Clerical party, who are the true sup- 
porters of the Throne. If the Government, they conclude, will but rely apon the 
Vatican, the Church wil] unflinchingly give it all the benefit of clerical support. 


At last, affairs in Afghanistan seem approaching settlement. The most 
turbulent and disaffected chieftains, including the 1edoub™ble Mahomed Jan, have 
been induced to coincide in the claims put forward on behalf of Abdurrahman as 


Ameer, and have joined him at Chirikar, whither, at the suggestion of the Indian 


authorities, he has repaired. Negotiations between the Viceroy and Abdurrah- 
man have resulted in the public recognition by the British Government of the latter 
as Ameer of Cabul. Sirdah Abdurrahman Khan has received the adhesion of so 
considerable a number of his countrymen, that there is reason to hope that the 
present month will witness the evacuation of Afghanistan by the British forces, and 
that our troops will shortly be upon their homeward march. 

Turkey has at length replied to the Collective Note that she can only condition- 
ally consider the decisions of the Berlin Conference ; but that on the understand - 
ing that Larissa, Janina, and Metzova are retained by the Sultan, the Porte is pre- 
pared to discuss the other proposals of the Powers. 


The death of Canon Miller, the well-known Vicar of Greenwich, removes from 
the sphere of Christian activity a man who was ever ready for every good word and 
work, and who, wherever his name was known and his influence exerted, was 
universally respected and beloved. A trusted leader of the Evangelical party, he 
_ was singularly free from all narrow-mindedness or exclusiveness of view, whether in 
rélation to theological or ecclesiastical affairs. Large-hearted and generous, he was 
active in his sympathies with the distressed, and foremost in the plans devised and 
carried out for their relief. He acquired the bigh position which he has so long held 
in public esteem chiefly during the eighteen years that he fulfilled the laborious duties 
of incumbent of one of the largest and most populous parishes in Birmingham. His 
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decease will be regretted by men of all classes and parties, whether in the Church or 
State, by the poor of bis own parish, and by all who appreciate the service rendered 
te society by the example of a noble and « useful life. 


THE BRITISH OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE BASLE 
CONFERENCE* 

IwcazastNGLY impressed as are the friends of the Evangelical Alliance with the 

importance of its work, as that work has grown, from year to year, and from one 

General Conference to another, it is probably not until some of its visible results are 

gathered up and presented at one view, as in the volume before us, that even they 

can adequately realize how needfal, under the existing conditions of the Church and 


ficiently practical im its proceedings—an irrefragable answer pervades the volume in 


Seventh General Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, held in Basle, 1879. Published 
Authority of the Council of the Alliance.” by the Rev. 3. Marray Mitcball, 


¢ 
> the world, is this—the only institution for the promotion of visible amion among 
3 Christians of all lands and all charches. A mere glance at the volame should at 
once remove two objections which have not yet ceased to be urged by some. The 
'&- A lltance is sometimes spokea of as though it were an entirely English society, whose 
7s operations could be measured by taking note of its preceedings im the British Isles, 
and here only. The second objection is that the objects sought by the Alliance are 
not sufficiently practica] to warrant the existence, for their promotion, of « dixtinct 
in this volume. Net more than one in six of the visitors to Basle in connection 
with last year's Conference came from Great Britain, and the way in which one non- 
Britush speaker after another fully identified himself and his believing fellow-country- 
men with the Alliance, its aims and its work, bore the most emphatic testimony te ' 
) its ceeamenical character. As to the second objection—that the Alliance is not suf- 
| 
the thoroughly practical character of far larger portions of its contents. ; 
Admirably was the key-note to the whole proceedings of the Conference 
struck, by Pastor Ecklin, of St. Martin's Church, Basle, in the address at the 
reception of the visitors in the Hall of the Vereinshaus. “How,” he asked, 
“if we have really become Christ's peculiar people, could we have other than 
Alliance sentiments? The condition of a man who, has entered inte living 
: union with Obrist by faith is, in spite of adbering weaknes and sinfalness, 
se gtorieus, that whoever occupies it cannot help treating with peculiar respect, 
as 2 fellow-coldier @ the feith and a fellow-heir of salvation, every ome who 
: shares the same graces, though he may belong to a different section of the 
. Church, and though his Christian knowledge may not be free from error.” The 
| seme sentiment was developed, under varied aspevts, in the several addresses on 
Christian union, showing how great a diversity of external charch life may exist 
ameng brethren who are one in their unskaken belief of the great central traths, 
: which they hold in common. 
‘ In the foreground of the volume before us we meet with valuable reports on 
| the condition, in respect of religion and morals, of our own and other lands, and of 
f the relation of Ohristianity to modern society. The efforts made for the diffusion of 
| the Gospel in nominally Christian, Mohammedan, and heathen countries, and among 
= the Jewish race, are described. Addresses, evidently prepared with mach care, on 
1) the unchangeableness of the Apostolic Gospel, are followed by papers and discussions 
on such practical matters as these : education, public and private, in its relation to 
1) 
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difficulties in our educational work, and very 


little work in publications for want of funds. 
gathered in one place, 


But the main interest of the Conference 
centred in various efforts towards consolidation 
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religion, in accordance with which he rules A SPEECH FROM SOKIPTUS. 

his life; the antecedents of the other are The Cincinnati Gazette tells an interesting 

The Cincinnati Christian speaks thus | of General Garfield (the candidste the 

of the Republican Presidential nominee : Republican party for President) over men. It 

“General Garfield is a member of the Church waa the morning after President Lincoln’s as- 

of Christ, and has been for shout thirty years, sassination. An enormous crowd had gathered 

He wiki damn be 88 rege are | at the Wall Street Exchange. The wrath of 

glad to record ‘the fact besides | the working men was simply uncontrollable, 

being a statesman of acknowledged ability, and revolvers and knives were in the hands 
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CHINA. 
The Rev. Griffith John, of Hankow, writes: “You sre aware of the great value of 
Hankow as a preaching station. It is so not only on account of the . 
tion, but also on account of its central position, and of ever 
surging through its thoroughfares. For a Jong period it has been the greatest native mart 


in the empire. I have often been reminded in my travels of the strategic position of 
Hankow as a mission station. One of our converts hed vanished out of our sight for about 
three years. I had grave fears that he had either relapsed into idolatry or become cold and 
lifeless. At the beginning of last he suddenly turned up, and brought as the good 
news that he was not only a Christian still, bat also that he had been the means of bringing 
a few of his neighbours to a knowledge of the truth, and that some five or six of them were . 
waiting to be baptized. I paid him a visit in June, and found matters just as he had 
described them. Besides preaching in the streets to the heathen, a service was held in his 
house, at the close of which I baptized his wife and child. On the following day we had 


the house of this convert I was pleased to see table a copy of the Old and New 
Testaments, the Hyma-book, and other Christian books, and to learn that the room in 
which I then stood was the place where the Sunday services were held. In the H 
district these little knots of 


formation ; and now Christian work is carried on there with uch 

in the streets of Hankow. The following extract from a letter sent me by Mr. Archibald, 
agent of the National Bible Society of Scotlend, will interest you . 
Archibald, ‘in the city of Hieu-kan. As Sian is about to leave for Hankow, I take the 
opportunity of sending you a note, congratulating you on the work 

contrast my first visit to this city with the present, though it is not yet two years since, I 
cannot but be struck with the change. The progress made is more than I expected to see 
in my diy. Instead of being hunted from corner to corner, and treated wich all sorts of 
insolence, until I was glad to get to my boat again, I this time found a house ready to ac- 
commodate me. I have spent the forenoon in the streets, and have made a larger sale than 
I expected. A number of converts, chiefly from the Wei village, accompanied me, and we 


‘had a pleasant time.of it. It did one good to hear them talk so boldly. The people were 


all I could desire. This would be a first-class field for a stationed missionary.’” 

Mrs. Nicoll, of the China Inland Missiov, has recently gone to Chungking, in Western 
China, being the first Englishwoman who has entered the province of Szechnen. Miss 
Wileon and Miss Faussett, of the same mission, have aleo lately started from Wachang, in 
Central China, on a boat journey of 1,000 miles up the river Han on their way to Han- 
chung, in the remote province of Shensi, in the north-west. Three agents of the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, in China report the sale within three months of 351 Testaments and 
6,123 portions of Scriptures. In one mountain town of Hupeb, Mr. Archibald, of the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, met a well-to-do shopkeeper, who baving obtained a Testament 
when at Hankow, had so spoken of its contents to his fellow-townsmen that they urged Mr. 
Archibald to settle amongst them as their teacher. This being impossible, twenty of them 
bought each a New Testament. | | 

Mrs. Pearse, Ganking, China, writes: “We have a good opening for medical mission 
work here. We could have done a great deal more in that way if we knew more. It 
would be a good thing if missionaries coming out could have some months’ training in that 
ee eee our way with the people. The poor women 


(Angus 
| 
city is surrounded by little clusters of converte, and a missionary travelling over 
might sleep every night in the house of a Christian. In October last I spent’ a whole day 
| in the streets of the city preaching and selling books, Sian and Wei, two of our native 
| evangelists, joined me in the work, and during the day the Gospel was preached to 
thonsands. The fact that struck me most was the comparative ease with which the people 
. seemed to be taking in Christian ideas;.and I could account for it only on the supposition 
a” that the converts scattered over the district are doing their work as witnesses for Christ. 
3 The result of this visit was to locate Sian in the city itself. A great change has come over 
> eb he inhabitants of this city since my first appearance among them. On that occasion the 
! excitement was tremendous. I was followed through the narrow streets by an immense 
a crowd of curjous, a7 Ee among whom not a few appeared to regard the foreigner 
‘ with strong suspicion aversion. Repeated visits to the city, accompanied by an open 
| lamation of the trath in the principal thoroughfares, has wrought a wonderful trans- 
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pped in the Big 
Church of our ‘ Holland brethren of Michigan.’ 
It isa grand old edifice. It was erected more 
than two hundred years ago, and the great 
organ was put into it over one hundred years 
ago. Our Hollaiid Christians know how to 
give. Four collections ate taken up at the 
The males 
females, ‘The usher for the 


prayer-me¢tings or undergo imprisonment and 


hardship. The majority of ‘the prominent 
persons of rank’ who belong to the Pashkolf 
pereuasion were regular residents abroad be- 
fore their conversion, and we have it from a 
sure source that even their leader himeelf has 
only once in his life visited his vast mining 
estates in the Orals. Rather, we should ask 
English Evangelicals togrant their sympathy to 
their poorer confréres in Russia, the Stundists 
and the Molokani, to whose piety and persecu- 
tion at the hands of the Russian ecclesiastical 
authorities we have called attention more than 
once in otir columns. The Standist peasants, 
unable to flit abroad, must either give up their 
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concluding that the Jesuits desive to the Malagery into some complications-with the 
ch. 
Interesting socounts have been of the opesing wad dedication, of tw 
Church st Antananarivo—an elegant tone building, the of which was laid in 
ui July, 1869. The Queen, Prime Minister, and many of the higher officers and their families 
4} were among the congregsmon. ‘Perhaps the most interesting feature of the proceedings was 
| Be the reading, by the Prime Misister, of narrative of “the origin of the praying” and of the 
Queen's conversion ; not, as be himielf ssid, in his official capacity, but ss simple mesiber 
|B of the Palace Charch.” “ It was not through any baman instrumentality, said the speaker, 
| Bee “ thet the Queen first became a Christian, bat through the imfinence of the Word of God, 
blessed by the Holy Spirit ; and I will show you the very Bible by which che was led to 
| believe.” Fle thea took froma table in front of the Queen « not very clean copy of the 
_ee Bible, printed by the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1865, and bolding it ‘up, pre- ' 
/ BF ceeded to narrate how its perusal had been blessed by the Spirit of God to Her Majesty's 
conversion to Christianity. 
Cuvnca axp Starz tx Guweva.—There | mien is some officer, and you ere expected to 
: has been considerable excitement in Switser- | drop « coin into his hand. The females are 
3. land over the plébiscite in the Canton of Ge- conducted to a seat by a ‘dame,’ and a 
neva as to whéther the Church should be sepa- ‘coin’ is expected to be placed in ber hand. 
rated from the State. The resalt bas been a Then, after service has commenced, officers 
; great victory for those who are in favour of with long sticks and a velvet bag pass twige 
| Establishment. Out of 13,000 votes, only | through the vast congregation for two col- 
4,000 were given for the separation. This lections—one for the church, and the other for 
| result is partly due to the attachment of the the poor ; and as you leave, another collec- 
people of Geneva to their National Protest-| tion is taken at the doors. Men, womea, 
ant Church, so closely identified with the and children, all are prepared to give, and 
ancient glories of the Republic, and partly to give cheerfully.” 
a feeling that the suppression of the “ Budget Reticion Russta.—The 
| , of Worship” would be regarded as a Roman recent order of the Russian Government for- 
Catholic victory. A writer on the spot says: bidding Mr. Pashkoff to hold evangelical ser- 
; “ The magnitude of the majority against Dis- vices at his private residence, has not quenched 
| establishment caused general surprise ; for, | the ardour of his followers. They have decided 
ft though the coalition of « considerable section | to come over to Bogland and hold their meet- 
iH of the Moderate Liberal party with the ultra- | ings there. The Globe says: “ As Protestant 
) Radicals and ultra-Protestants had renderej | England is responsible for the recent interest- 
the result a foregone conclusion, the victors | ing outbresk of religious fervour in Russia, 
: themselves did not count on so decided « vic- the public will, no doubt, accord the ‘ Pash- 
tory. The vote was due, in fact, to a for- kovtsi’ a sympathetic reception. At the same 
a tuitous combination of incongruous elements, we cannot bel out that their 
a and the religious difficulty in this canton is 
iI as far from being settled as ever.” 
Comixctions a Crurnce.— 
Le Jodge Danforth, of the United States, having 
passed a quiet Sunday at Arnhem-on-the 
Bg Rhine, in Holland, writes thence to the 
“We yesterday wor- 
| 
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abridged form. The original has bees published 
French and Dutch. 


Church in this land, are proved to be fallacies. 
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exile. To their credit, as Siberian statistics and vesking, by constitutional means, to bring | 
ine about repeal of the penal laws against Dis- | 
coming to England the Pachkovites incur senters, they would do much more good than : 
no visk—thetr eonduct bere will be simply by coming to Ragland 
ignored by the euthorities. Thus, it is dift- and other poor Evangelicals to fight the | 
cult mot ‘to believe thet by staying ot home cause of religious freedom by themselves.” ae 
Protestant Forviqn Missions their Present State. or bat on justifies- 
By Txtopons CRRISTLIES, Autbortsed 
Teanslation from the Germaa by Davin Onoom, 
Nisbet and Oo. which 3 
A roation of this “ aniverssl survey" of mis- perish 
sions was read at the Basle Conference of the 
Evangelical Alliance in September last. The of the 
satire work, though forming but small book, 
of very comprehensive character, and con- dose of the 
taine «lange amount of information substance of 
aed useful form. It briefly sketches correspondence bet and Archbishop 
and advance of the missionary enterprise in which an eodesvour was made to | 
the charches at home, traces the establisment slicit an authoritative definition of ‘the Church.” 
and progress of the various missions stems We should be glad to see the scriptural views, | 
brotherhood im the exteusion of the 
kingdom in unenlightened parts of earth. nage | Robert 
The obligation of the ministry and of Obristions Raikes : 
generally to give to missions » more efficient Pebliching : 
than they now receive, is enforeed, and | narrates the life and lsboure 
some useful saggestions are made as to the duties Robert Raikes, 20 as to suggest an extension 1 
end sims of the friends of missions in the im- to the adult popalstion of the efforts which the { 
in an earlier part of our present number, the the young. Simple, attractive mission churches, 
in an | which should not only be open om Sunday, but | 
be utilised daring the week ; s combination of 
ministerial and lay agency, with systematic effort 
to form permanent congregations ; these are 
What Church? And the Only Paith and Fold. among the leading features of hiv plan. Some- 
By the Rev. Cuan "Hand ond Hear Fourth thing like it has already ‘been tried in particular 
London : Hand and Heart Publish- | localities, and has been completely successfel. 
ing Office. Mr. Bullock's plea should be pondered, sad lead 
is in re, just ° ‘olded 
he quotes Archbishop Whitgift and the present) the Rev. MA. 
Bishop of Durham as being of the same opinion. Elliot Btock. 
The ascumption by any one visible organization Tux author of this volame seeks to’put the issue 
that it is the Church of Chtist is thas seen to be of the question between materialism asf creation | 
wholly unwarranted. Rome's claim to be “the on the credibility of the miracles recorded in the 
One Holy Catholic Church "is shown to be the Gospels. “If the miracles were really wrought 
foundation on which she bailds ber pretensions as described,” he*says, “ they poict incontro- 
to divine anid irresponsible authority. That Pro- vertibly to» Sapreme Will and Power ‘ss the 
teatants need an ecclesiastical embodiment of origin of ‘matter and ‘force, thas confirming the 
the One Holy Catholic Church, sad Chan ie doctrinal aspect of Scripture on the subject.” 
: the = ” of that He maintains that the physical aspect of the 
miracles wrought by our Lord necessitates the 
“Trae religion,” as the y conclusion that matter and force were subject to 
+ does not tarn on Episcopacy or Presbyterianism, His will in » way that precludes the possibility 


Sin and ite Penalty: Present and Future. By 


opposed to, God, This is what the word implies, 
and in the destruction of the devil, for which 
Christ is said to have died (Heb. ii, 14), may we 
pot bave the restoration of the pure spirit which 
we are taught to believe he originally was, even 
as ia the destraction of the devilish ia men we 


have restoration to a true spiritual condition ?” 


We must say that this question forcibly reminds 


bje | plicity which we should suppose leave little 


2, 1600. 


us of ancther, which is recorded in the Gret verse 
of the third cha;ter of the Rook of Genesis. 


Royal Priests. Aorres Londos: 
Seeley, Jackson, and Halliday. 
A series of meditations on the Israclitish priest- 
hood, as typical of the priesthood which belongs 
to every Christian believer, under the New Testa- 
ment Dispensation. The whole is so arranged as 
te afford morning and evening readings for « 
week is avoided, and edification 


alone is sought, in a reverent and devout spirit. — | 


grief, and again sete herself to discharge the 
practical duties of ber station. The tale is told 
as an episode in the history of the Wesleyan 


The Pictorial New Testament for the Young. 
Lendon : Elliot Stock. 


AX attempt to explain and illustrate the doo- 
trine of the atonement, and to enforce the neces- 
sity for the exercise by the sinner of faith in 
Him by whom the atonement has been offered. 
These great truths are here taught with a sim- 


room for misunderstanding, even by an intellect 
of the humblest grade. 


Wyclife to Wealey; Heroce and Martyrs of the 


in Britain. London : Wesleyas Con- — 


ference Office. ~ 
Twenty-one brief biographical sketches of re- 
ligious celebrities who have flourished in this 
country within the last five centuries, accom- 
panied with numerous portraits and other illus- 
trations. These pages embody much attractive 
and instructive reading, especially adapted for 
the young. 
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wh He was the originator of both. The argement is 
. ingeniously conducted, and claims attention the 
| Bo more because there has been of late « tendency 
| Be on the part of some Christisa teachers to place 
| Be miracles in the beckground, and thus by im- 
plication to discredit somewhat their value as 
evidences to the truth of revealed religion. 
and Dissent ; or, The Prayer Book in the 
a Light of History and Protestant Truth. By 
Parson, «a. London: Ellict 
Stock. delaide's Treasure 
a Oe ing history, which belongs to the history of the | Conference Office. 
. . nation. It ic here written from a Dissenting A story of severe trial, heavy bereavement, and 
Pia | standpoint, and with no smal! admixture of con- | bitter sorrow, which are well-nigh crashing out 
. | troversy. The writer's object is s commendable | tbe life of a good woman, till she learns the 
fy one : he seeks to prevent the young from being | lesson of ber life, ceases to indulge in unavailing 
led astray by Romish error, though his con- 
| clusions will not always be admitted by many 
who are as sound Protestants as himself. 
nerrated having occurred in intimate association 
aa Conference (Office. with some of those who, many years ago, devoted 
themselves to that work. However romantic it 
may seem in some parts therefore, and tragic 
+f others, it is notbing less than a chapter from real 
life. 
A PockET Testament, annotated and illustrated. 
; It is published in cloth, and in paper covers, at 
1 an incredibly low price. In its cheapest form it 
Better than Gold; or, The Precious Blood 
Josnvua Hawkins. : ‘ 
a BP Tux writer of this book tells us that it simply 
: maps the course taken by his mind in passing 
7 from one set of beliefs to another. We shall 
. not attempt to follow im his route, but can on 
express our wonder how any man, with the Bi 
| i in his hands, and claiming to be guided by ite 
7 authority, can ask us to accept the opinion set 
ae forth in the following sentences: ‘‘ The devil is 
- o i only sach as long as he is at variance with, or 
aa 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 


TO BE HELD IN WOTTINGHAMN, OCTOBER 1880. 


Century.” 
“ Worldly Conformity: The Believer’s Attitude and Conduct in Respect to Public 
Amusements and other Recreations” 
“ The Spiritual Life: its Cultivation and Frait.” 
. “The Yoke of Christ the Only True Liberty.” 
-“ Christian Union in Mission Work.” 
There will be time allowed for open conference upon each subject. 
A united Communion service will (p.v.) be held at the close of the meetings. 


| PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
The monthly meeting of Council was held | to the Alliance in kindly convening meetings 
on Thursday, July 15th; the Right Hon. | at their residences.” 
William Brooke in the chair. After reading INFIDELITY. 


The following persons were unanimously | gelical Alliance have recorded it as a duty, 
admitted to membership :-— when circumstances arise to render it desir- 


| 


lis 


he had visited Nottingham, and opinions which undermine the 


and subscribers were obtained. events have excited the gravest 

It was resolved : “ That the best thanks of | sions for the intereets of vital rel 
this Council be presented to’ Mr. Alderman | in faithfulness to God, the Council 
and Mrs. Wigfield (of Rotherham), and to the opportunity to 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cory, jun. (of Cardiff), | every form, and to 
for the valuable services they have rendered | mination, by the help of the Most High, to 


in Nottingham are taking the matter up very warmly. The two largest halls in Nottingham | 
have been secured for the meetings, and it is earnestly hoped that « large humber of 
members and friends of the Alliance from various parts of the Unitei Kingdom will | 
assemble on the oceasion. The Nottingham Committee offer hospitality to all who signify 
their intention to be present. ‘ 
A fall programme will be published in due course, but the following is an outline of 
the subjects proposed for consideration :— ' 
“ The Evangelical Alliance : its Development, Influence, and Work.” J 
“ Christian Philosophy in Contrast with False Philosophies of the Nineteenth 
i 
the Scriptur prayer was offered by the The following resolution was unanimously 4 
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CHRISTIANITY AND DISUNION. 


| 
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becribed for 


provision 


was 
is 


The publishers of 


and England in the Days of the Reformation ; 
papers on the Relations between Capital and | were su 


Labour, Christian Education, the Training of 


Among them may be mentioned the names | the volume are Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
of M. de Pressensé, Professors Van Oosterzee, | and the publishing price 7s. 6d. 


were given by men of world-wide repatation. | 7, Adam Street, Strand. 
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VALLEY OF THE HELVETIAN CONFESSION. 
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ih BASLE CONFERENCE VOLUME. 
, ii The English report of the proceedings of | Godet, Von Orelli, Christlieb, Revs. Dr. 
the Conference in Basle has recently been 
| 2 published in « handsome volume of 500 Tt ie felt that a volume sach 
pages, under the title of ‘‘ The Religious Con- | « mass of valuable information, and the views 
| dition of Christendom, 1879.” It contains 
carefully prepared papers regarding the State | deep importance, specially suitable 
Europe and North America; two doctrinal | and the Council of the Alliance hope that many 
. papers on the Unchangeableness of the Gospel | friends will secure copies for this purpose. 
+ as Preached by the Apostles; an Historical| The volume has been favourably reviewed 
. Statement of the Connection between Basle | in many newspapers in various parts of the 
, Kingdom. Several hundred copies 
| before publication, bu: 
made for further demand 
| Preachers, Temperance, Socialism, Religious | which it Pil pected will arise when the 
Intolerance, Christianity and Modern Society, | volume becomes known. Subscribers to the 
Christian Union, Sunday-schools, Missions to | Alliance funds, and those who wish to have 
| the Heathen, the Jews, and the Oriental | copies for distribution, may obtain them at 
Churches, ete, ete. Many of the addresses | 5s, per copy on application to the Secretaries, 
ae 
4 


